




various procedures of turning.
driving in heavy traffic until they are comfortable with the
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/  2nd HR MINIMAL TRAFFIC
LANE CHANGES
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Check ahead for traffic stopping, cars slowing to turn, or joining traffic. 

Check appropriate mirrors to determine if it is safe to change lanes.

IfIf lanes can be changed safely, then signal. Do not let your student signal if 
they cannot change lanes safely. This could possibly confuse other drivers. 
Your student will expect the other driver to speed up, but the other driver 
might end up pulling back instead. Now you will have two confused drivers, 
your student and the other driver. Be sure to let your student make the 
judgementjudgement as to when to change lanes. While you may feel it is safe for them 
to go, their depth perception will only improve if they are making the decision 
themselves. 

Check blind spots. Remind your student they need to make a quick glance, 
not stare. Remind them not to rely solely on their side mirrors.

IfIf the blind spot is clear, it is safe for them to move over into the lane, and then 
cancel their signal. Before moving over, they need to look ahead again to 
make sure traffic has not changed. If their blind spot is not clear, they should 
cancel their signal and wait. Go through steps 1-5 before attempting to 
change lanes again.   

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

Lane changes should be done without slowing down whenever possible. Your 
student should be looking forward whenever moving their vehicle into the 
intended lane. They should avoid jerky movements or sudden braking during 
the process. Head checks should be done without movement of the 
shoulders.

Lane changes should not be done into another driver’s blind spot, in 
intersections,intersections, within 100 feet of an intersection, at railroad crossings, bridges, 
or curves. Only one lane should be changed at a time, and travel 100 feet 
before changing lanes again. Changing lanes in an intersection is not illegal, 
but it can be very dangerous. They should never change lanes in an 
intersection. Their focus should be solely on getting through the intersection 
safely.



/  2nd HR MINIMAL TRAFFIC
APPROACHING RAILROAD CROSSINGS
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When crossing bars are up and lights are not flashing, it is important to slow 
down to make sure a train is not coming. Stopping is not necessary unless a 
train is approaching. Teach your student to always stop when bars are down 
and the lights are flashing. They should never drive across when bars are 
down even if a train is not coming. Unfortunately, most train and vehicle 
collisions occur because a driver thought they could beat the train.

COMMUNICATING WITH OTHER DRIVERS
It is important to establish “eye to eye” contact with other drivers. This is 
especially important with cross or merging traffic. If the other driver’s eyes 
are not looking in your student’s direction, that is a good sign that the driver 
is not aware of their approach.  They should use signals, lights, or the horn to 
make their presence known. 

YYour student’s horn usage should be kept to a minimum, but definitely teach 
them to use it anytime it is necessary to establish contact or to warn others 
of a dangerous situation. The horn should not be used to display anger or 
disapproval. The horn should be used before a problem occurs, not after. 
Remind them driving is also a social task. They should try to be friendly and 
helpful to other drivers. For example, letting them merge in front of you when 
needed.



/  3rd HR MEDIUM TRAFFIC
What are we trying to accomplish during the third hour of driving?
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During this lesson, you will want to review the objectives from the second 
hour. This is also a good time to let your student experience driving in 
downtown traffic. 

AsAs you know, downtown driving can be very different from driving in any other 
area. Your student will need to be very observant of pedestrians and other 
drivers pulling in or out of a spot where they have parallel parked. In addition, 
use this lesson to teach your student how to handle one way streets and tur-
ning right or left from a one way street to a one way street.
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animals, bicyclists, speed,
and passing other drivers.










